Text 2
The linguistic diversity of Spain
 “Buenos días,” I said in my best Spanish accent to the car-park attendant in Alicante. “Bon dia,” he replied. And he doesn’t, of course, consider himself an inhabitant of Alicante – but of Alacant. The linguistic diversity of Spain frequently surprises British visitors. The cash machines in banks, for example, often offer to process their transactions not only in Spanish but also in Catalan, Galician and the Basque language, Euskera, as well as English you’ll be pleased to hear! A quarter of all Spaniards can speak one of these regional languages and about 12% use one preferentially at home. The Spanish constitution indeed specifically states that “the different language variations of Spain constitute a cultural heritage that will be the object of special respect and protection.” A country that is multilingual is also multicultural, of course. While the Galicians celebrate their poetess Rosalía de Castro, for example, and the Basques the brilliant contemporary writer Bernardo Atxaga, the Catalans can enjoy Josep Pla. Some Spaniards, indeed, feel that there are also differences within as well as between regions. I asked an old lady in Piedrahita (population 2,000) in the province of Ávila about the inhabitants of Barco de Ávila a few kilometres down the road. “Oh,” she said. “They’re not like us –  oh no, quite different… .”

A.- Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Justify your answers with words from the text. (2 marks)

1 The car-park attendant spoke Spanish to the writer.

2 One Spaniard out of four is bilingual.

3 Different languages spoken in a country involve different cultures, too.

4 Piedrahita is situated a very long way from Barco de Ávila.

B.- Find words in the text that correspond to the meanings below. (2 marks)

1 answered

2 often

3 local

4 for instance

.- Answer at least one of the questions below. Write 60-80 words. (3 marks)

1 What are the advantages of speaking several languages? 

2 Why is it important for you to speak English?
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